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difficulty/' He also at first denounced "the absurd and ob-
solete attitude of Russia being the protectress of all Slav
States, whatever their conduct/'50
Most valuable of all the recent memoirs is Viscount
Grey's Twenty-five Years, 1892-1916 (1925). By charm
of style and absence of bitterness, by transparent honesty
of intention and nobility of tone, and by the sweet reason-
ableness of his retrospective reflections, Grey's apologia is
unique. Though writing ten years or more after the events,
he appears to have a remarkably clear memory. Further-
more, he has had his friend, Mr. Spender, search the For-
eign Office records to refresh his mind on all points where
he feared his memory might play him tricks. His book is
thus, in a sense, a history based on the archives; yet the
clear flow of his narrative is unclogged by quotations and
footnotes. Admitting, however, Sir Edward Grey's abso-
lute sincerity in attempting to preserve the peace of Europe
and his unquestionable honesty of intent in his memoirs,
serious criticisms remain to be made of his conduct of
British foreign policy to which we shall return in a kter
chapter. At this point it may be merely noted that his great
fault was what has been regarded as the great virtue of
British constitutional leaders—the preference for practical
compromise for the present instead of theoretical perfec-
tion for the future. He did not look far ahead, work out
a logical policy, and study all its possible consequences. He
was content in foreign affairs, as the British have always
been content in dealing with their constitutional develop-
ment, to meet situations as they arose and deal with them
according to the most practical and common sense needs of
the moment. As Grey himself says, when alleging chat
Great Britain never pursued a "Balance of Power" policy;
"I suppose that in this, as in most investigations of British
foreign policy, the true reason is not to be found in far-
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